


Resumo de The Romanovs: 1613-1918

The acclaimed author of "Young Stalin" now gives us an accessible, lively,
wholly revelatory account--based in part on new archival material--of the
extraordinary men and women who ruled Russia for three centuries.In this
fascinating chronicle, Simon Sebag Montefiore focuses his gifts as
historian and storyteller on the greatest and most complex of the emperors
and empresses of the Romanov dynasty (1613-1917), on how their courts
worked, and on the meeting of personality and power in each reign.

Scouring archives that opened up only after the fall of the USSR, the
author reveals the real world of the most storied and myth-shrouded
rulers--Catherine the Great, Nicholas II and his wife Alexandra--and
introduces readers to the lesser-known but even more scandalous
Elizaveta (daughter of Peter the Great) and Alexander II (whose wild
sexual passions were bestowed upon a teenage mistress).

The author illuminates the eighteenth-century Age of the Imperial
Petticoat; makes clear the full extent of the remarkable political-amorous
partnership between Catherine the Great and Prince Potemkin; and
uncovers a deep vein of decadence and stupidity underneath the
accepted, romantic portrait usually presented of Nicholas II, the last of the
Tsars.

As with all of his previous and widely acclaimed works of history, Simon
Sebag Montefiore gives an absolute scholarly and archival foundation to a
book that is both exceptionally informative and dazzlingly entertaining from
first to last.
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